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https://eurofamnet.eu

What Is 

RoMoMatteR is a transnational project that tackles gender discrimination by empowering Roma girls’ mattering to 
help them envision their own futures and choose get married and motherhood only if and when they are ready. 

RoMoMatteR supports Roma girls in making informed decisions about their lives and reaching their full potential. 

RoMoMatteR is funded by the European Union’s Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme (2014-2020) and was  
implemented during 2019, 2020 and 2021.



3

https://eurofamnet.eu

What is the challenge? 
Romani rights have been consistently violated since the arrival 
of the Roma people in Europe.

Eighty percent of Romani in Europe live in extreme poverty. 
This can result in a 10 to 15-year reduction in life expectancy. 

Roma girls are seriously affected by discrimination and racism. 
An estimated 2 percent of European Roma girls and 16 percent 
of adolescents are traditionally married or cohabit with their 
partner. Six percent of Roma early mothers complete their 
primary schooling.

Roma teenage mothers report the worst life satisfaction 
compared to all other adolescents (Roma boys and non-Roma 
boys and girls). 

https://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2016/80-roma-are-risk-poverty-new-survey-finds
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2014/discrimination-against-and-living-conditions-roma-women-11-eu-member-states
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2013/analysis-fra-roma-survey-results-gender
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The majority of Roma women and girls choose motherhood to matter in public and 

private life. 

Why do some Romani girls decide to get married and be a mother?

A reproductive justice framework helps us understand how and why Roma girls become young mothers. Reproductive 

justice is the recognition and protection of the rights of girls and women to freely make decisions in their lives. This 

includes when, who, where and how many children to have.

https://www.sistersong.net/reproductive-justice


5

• Developing critical knowledge 
will capacitate girls to provide 
new meanings to their mattering  
from their cultural values and use 
them to imagine a thriving life.

• Envisioning new resources, roles 
and networks that will enable 
Roma girls to pursue their life 
goals.

• Advocating for collective actions 
focused on the construction of 
safe and healthy contexts that 
will allow them to decide on their 
mattering and choose 
motherhood freely. 

Objective of  
Empowering Roma girls’ mattering linked to reproductive justice

https://eurofamnet.eu
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• Building Local Coalitions of 
institutions and specialists working 
directly with Roma community.

• Training Roma facilitators belonging 
to the local Roma community. 

• Building collaboration among Roma 
girls’ significant adults

• Gathering a group of Roma girls (10-
14 years), lead by the facilitators

● Creating safe spaces where the girls could share their 
thoughts, dreams, difficulties

● Developing critical thinking on reproductive justice 
through Photovoice

● Organizing photovoice exhibition for institutions, 
mainstream community and local community for 
communicating the opinion of the girls on their life and 
presenting their dreams 
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How did the pandemic impact the Roma community?

In February 2020 we were beginning to conduct fieldwork with the Roma girl participants

Córdoba, SpainStraldzha,Bulgaria

https://eurofamnet.eu
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March 11, 2020:
The WHO declared COVID-19 a pandemic and all 

European countries adopted measures to contain the 
spread of the virus. 
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The measures adopted by the 
governments were insensitive to the 

situation of the Roma population

• Their households not necessarily have the 
minimum equipment to keep inside for many 
days.

• Many of them have to go out to make a living, 
being abandoned without alternative 
resources.

• Telematics education measures did not take into 
account the lack of resources or digital skills 
of Roma families.
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• The Roma population's attempts to go out and 
make a living were described in social media as 
Roma were impossible to manage, flourishing 
antigypsyism discourses and messages.

• This also led to an increase in the police abuse
already suffered by the Roma population. 
Checkpoints built.

• Many Roma lost their jobs.

• The lack of trust in institutions or the difficulties
they encounter at home that make it difficult to 
"return" to the new normality has continued to be 
used to launch racist discourses

The measures adopted by the governments were 
insensitive to the situation of the Roma population
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• Educational delay due to the lack of technological 
resources and digital competences to continue with 
telematic education. Some girls will not return to 
school.

• Girls took on caring roles for younger siblings or the 
household to help their mothers, leaving other 
educational tasks behind. This has been used by the 
majority population to criminalize them. 

• Many families have married off their daughters in 
order to cope with household poverty.  

• Some girls find marriage the only way out of the 
exhaustion they find at home, as well as finding 
recognition for the tasks they have always carried out.

• Reproductive justice is in jeopardy (early marriages 
for economic reasons, school dropout) 

How does it affect the sexual and reproductive rights of Roma girls?

How can we promote reproductive justice in these times 
of COVID-19? 
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• Leadership through new roles and 

group responsibilities

• Photovoice to find individual voice 

• Democratic negotiation

• Time for reflection

• A space for girls to be girls

Develop skills for participation
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• Narratives that evidence a 

supportive environment 

• Sharing experiences with 

each other

• Role models to imagine 

new possibilities

• Promote horizontal 

relationship - Facilitators, 

community partners and 

researchers

Expand networks and psychosocial support
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• Building parternship with 
girls

• Embed girls perspectives in 
their communities and EU-
level 

• Using new ways of 
connecting – digital and 
global perspective

Develop recommendations and 
advocate
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Our role. Implications and Challenges 
As community psychologist/interventors this requires a  new 

layer of reflexivity 

• Increase trust and transparency 

• Responsibility of accompanying communities and support 
community partners as they take on new burdens 

Promote community leadership

• Adapt capacity-building to the new times (Ensuring access to 
online methods)

• Be flexible with initiatives and adapt to realities of 
communities (from organizations to informal groups)

Shifting community organizing efforts

• Identify key stakeholders and link initiatives with COVID-19 
recovery plans

• Merge existing resources
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COVID-19 has set us back but has also given us ways to 

respond to emerging challenges

Change our ways of working: with Roma girls, for 
Roma girls

Roma girls have a right to narrate their experiences, define 

their dreams and have a platform to be heard. Roma girls 
matter. 
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https://www.spiegel.de/ausland/corona-in-bulgarien-die-pandemie-trifft-roma-gleich-doppelt-a-fafc2aa5-4069-4971-a62e-47835c90fea4

https://romomatter.org/es/inicio/

agutierrez18@us.es
d.dilkova@gmail.com

Thank you!

https://www.spiegel.de/ausland/corona-in-bulgarien-die-pandemie-trifft-roma-gleich-doppelt-a-fafc2aa5-4069-4971-a62e-47835c90fea4
https://romomatter.org/es/inicio/
mailto:agutierrez18@us.es
mailto:d.dilkova@gmail.com

